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municipality or Council which has once been, captured, can be made to undertake certain work,, and In. doing it to strike almost any key-note that is desired. The body which spends public funds is independent of the market rate, and is therefore admirably suited for forcing the pace.
The crown of the system is the federation of the unions. When once federated, the power of all will be lent to one ; and the area of subscription being made coterminous with the whole country, and the boycott being duly systematised, both the non-conforming employer and the non-conforming workman will be satisfactorily reduced to submission.
The dream goes still further. What is to be done in one country is to be done in all countries ; and just as the trades of a country are to be linked together as a whole, so are the countries themselves to be linked together. When that is done, then and there Logins the millennium of labour.
Now it is a great advantage, in criticising separate measures, when we are able to sec before us the perfect whole, into which the separate measures are some day to be combined. For example, we should never judge our socialistic future rightly, if we persisted in scanning each measure, that leads towards it, separately by itself. It is the same with the details of IJivioiusin. We must not simply look to the detached struggles of to-day between labour and capital, as expressing what Unionism is, but also to the system in its triumph, as it will be when, complete in all its parts, it governs the world.
Having said so much, before reviewing what perfect Unionism would mean, let us try and solve the simpler problem by seeing what Unionism means in the detached and uncon-solidated form in which it exists to-day. Before doing so we may all start on. the same road. Unionist or non-unionist, we are agreed that labour has to win for itself a different and a better future. The smooth places of the world are not permanently reserved for some of us, and the rough places for others. Enormous is the amount of insincere speech that flows from the lips and pens of to-day upon, this subject. The subject is a profitable one in the political market of our time, and therefore, as we may be sure, receives its full homage from